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FAITH IS POWER

By The Late MANSHI KIYOZAWA
“Little Lord Fauntleroy,™ recently
introduced .to the reading public in

Japan in translation, shows how strong

and far-reaching is the power of faith
in others.

The gra.ndfather of the thtle Lord
was an old noble of unusual stubborn-
ness, as every one who knows the story
will remember. His heart was as cold
as ice, completely removed from com-
passion and kindness; he was- even
called the incarnation of selfishness or
egoism. The Little Lord's mother, how-
ever, being- a -wise woman,. told her
son nothing about:the wickedness of
her father-in-law::.On the conirary,

she described him=as a most charitable|

man, and speciaiiy- kind to -childrem

She went so far as to say thai mosman |

might be found in the whole worid=sc

‘good as he. Fauntleroy believed: this.

Trusting his mother’s word implicitiy,
he firmly believed that the old Eari,
his grandfather, was a merciful man.
Hence an old man as wicked as a de-
mon was thought to be as charitable
as Buddha, A firm faith ran through
the boy’s life;. never for a moment did
he doubt. The oid man, wicked as he
was, felt awkward before this strong
love of his artless: grandchild. At last
the grandfather yiclded and became
just- the grandfather Fauntleroy
thought him to be, a kind-hearted old
man. This is of course a fictitious story.
But there is a profound moral in its
depths,

In other to get on in the world, the
most important thing is that we should
find firm ground for our spirit to strike
root in. We can build houses only on
firm ground. Our spirit can not stand
firm if it has no foundation: where
there is no safe support there can be
no activity. We are therefore compeiled
to find a foundation for our spirit to
build on. What then is that founda-
tion? It is not wealth, nor power, nor
social standing, nor learning. It is sin-
cerity. Such a thing as wealth may
be taken away by robbers and natural
calamities. Such things as power and
social standing may be lost through
others’ unfaithfulness or persecution.
The learning that today’s scholars are
proud of, which exists mostly in their
books and note-books, will disappear
in fires and floods. Even illness will
rob them of their learning. Sincerity
is no such worthless thing; not so
powerless as these. Sincerity will not
burn in the fire, never corrode in
water, No robber can take it away.
No disease can destroy it. A drawn
sword can not kill it. It is constant,

immovable, unshakable, imperishable,
and so firm that even a great rock is
.not comparable to it. When you find
this firm sincereity, then and there
for the first time you have the very
-ground for your spirit to rest on. Once
firm spiritual ground is found, energe-
tic activities will soon appear.

Faith in others is the recognition of
sincerity in another’s heart, the dis-
‘covery in another of the sincerity
which is as firm as a huge rock. Our

faith in our parents means tha.t. We re-

cognize sincerity in them. Because we
ieel sincerity in our fr:iex_:ds,_wa put
‘faith in them. So, when we believe in
-others, we feel our spiritual founda-
icn-has-been made the more solid and
-eniarged. Consequently we feel that
. <he source of activity becomes greater
Land stronger. Thus our power grows
:beIore _'we are even aware of it. A won-
derful "courage rises within us. Na-
curally” we feel at ease, not awkward,
.n doing our work. Happiness, instead
of pain, is ours. Our work itself na-
turaly becomes better and broader in
-is scope.

‘A’ thing, which seems exceedingly
precarious at” first, can easily be ac-
complished by putting faith in others.
What was felt enormously difficult be-
fore, gradusllly becomes easy and can
be done with prompiness — simply
| chrough believing in others. We ecan
‘have great power within us through
our faith in others. It was by dint of
his faith in his grandfather that Little
Lord Fauntleroy, a mere child, could
stir an-old man’s heart that was as
harc as iron through yeurs of painful
experiences in the world. The present
writer himself has tested this many
times in his own career. So his con-
viction is firmly established that faith
in others is the source of our infiu-
ence,

What a pity it. is, however, that
there are some men in the world who
are wickedly disposed. They say that
we can never believe others; if we be-
lieve them they will push us into a
pit of difficulty. We must achieve suc-
cess alone, without relying on others.
But what a great mistake it is! If our
faith in others be shaken by some
slight betrayal, such as some small
injury to us, the very faith we put in
them must be a very doubtful thing. A
doubtful faith will never do. We will
suffer from it, and that with good
reason. The truth of the matter is
this; the man who thinks he is in-
jured by putting faith in others, is
quite mistaken in his view of life; he
suffers injury because he does not

actually believe in others in the real
sense of the-word. He is pushed into
a pitfall by his own unbelief. That is
to be blamed in suspicion, not faith.
if you face others with some suspicion.
how ean they but face you with sus-
picion? Suspxclon confronting suspi-
cion will hurt and injure both: no un-
.:iertaking can be accomplished where
it prevails. If you have any deslre to
accomplish something, you must‘. surely
irust others. Is it not through our faith
in a doctor that we are healed? Is not
our knowledge of things increased be-
cause of faith in a teacher? One can.
not be a good sta.tesman so long as he
casts suspicion upon . r.he people of hls
own country ‘One has no nght, to say
.m_vthing about the morals of men if
ne distrusts m.a.n Admmistration is
possible only. when _statesmen beueve_
that the people will soon approve t.heu'
policies if their plans. are righteous
Morals are effectively advanced only
through the belief that men can some-
how be improved morally. The case
is the same with every thing in the
world. This world is based on faith.
To look at others with suspicions is to’
try to destroy the world. We cannot
hope for the success of our under-
takmgs unless we d.lspel suspician As y
scepticism is ostracized as a self-con-

‘tradiction in the academie world, so

are those to be expelled from society
as hopelessiy contradictory elements
who harbor suspicion to others and yet
want to accomplish something.

We, guided by the above principle,
should always remember that faith is
power. We should trust others under all
circumstances. We: should trust our
parents, friends, brothers, family and

the country with all her people, and

even the world and its inhabitants.
Care must be taken here mot to leave
a shadow of suspicion in our belief in
all these things. As a devoted child
keeps trusting and thanking its par-
ents whether they punish it or pat its .
head with tenderness, so we must con-:
tinue fo trust others through all the
ups and downs of life. Thus our power
becomes greaber
This is no easy task, however. We are
by nature easily influenced by the
outside world; very naturally the at-
titude of others towards us affects our
faith in their trustworthiness. We can
not truly believe in others in such a
way. It is a transitory belief, a dis-
guised and false belief. No faise belief
can be a source of power, but it be-
comes the cause of our downfall. We
rnust get rid of it at any cost and seek
for true faith. How then shall we
seek it? :
It is, after all, due to our superfieial
(Continued on page 5, col. 1)
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Growl’h Activities

By TSUTOMU HONDA

(The following speech was given at
the Fort Kyodan assembly on Feb-
uary 20, 1940).

First of all, I would iike to thank
you members for the “kokua” render-
ed us in selling our benefit movie
tickets.

Tonight Mr. Morlmoto was supp&sed
to speak to the Fort Seinen Kyodan
on the activities of the Waialae Seinen
Kyodan, but due to other business, he

outlook c¢n people at large, always for-
getting their inner depths, that un-
Lelief is brought into the world. We
are inclined to see the physical and
psychical features of other people, in-
stead of the true man within them.,
Thus it is necessary for us to find
that true man before we attain to true
faith. The substance of this true man
is what we may call the absolute, the
unlimited, or the light. .

“We must not forget the light of this
absolutely unlimited truth. We must
keep an eye on the light. As the light
is no other than the sincerity which
is boundless in its extent, we are
gradually led into a belief in this light
only if we keep our eyes fixed upon it.
We can then 1e1y on the light and en-
joy ‘peace mqh ‘As the light enfolds
us and carries us completely away from
the . worries of the world, we can re-
cognize the hght vwldly on every thing
on the earth. Countmss things in the
world, all different in their appearance
and size, will be seen 1o be expressions
of this absolut-e,_ light - of unlimited
“strength. 'We ca;h"'dis'cern this light in
- our parents and. brothers, friends and
g relatives, and even in nations and in
all huma.mty So it becomes necessa.ry
for us to deal wlt.h our friends, rela-
© tions, na.tions, and humanity with the
same _supremg hght of life. The scope
- must not be limited to living things,
but extended to all living and inani-

mate things under the sun; in all of
them the absolute hght should be re-
cognized ancl we on our side must face
them with absolute faith. If our faith
is absolute, the power we derive from
this ~faith can__.not'be anything less
than absolute.. And when our power
becomes absolute in this way, our acti-
vlties in any line we undertake will also
be_ absolute and unlimited. What we
call the omnipotence of the Buddha 1is
this very power and none other.

- I hope 'E'very reader will soon gain
this omnipotence:

Semen Kyodan Told by Honda.

(The Spmtual World, Janua.ry 1901}

of Waialae

could not appear tomght I was a-;ked
to say a few words in his place.

I think you are familiar with the
work of the Waialae Kyodan for I
am sure you have heard Reverena
Takeda refer to our activities from
Jdme to time. It is a matter of record
that our Seinen Kyodan was the first
;o0 be organized. Before speaking on
sur activities, perhaps, you would like
0 know how our unit organized.

It was in May, 1937 when five or
ix boys who felt the need of an-
other young men's group and a night
:chool got together to talk things over.
At thst time there was another club,
the Young Men’s Association, in exis-
sence. It was a good club, but the dif-
Zculty was that there was both young
and middle-aged members in the or-
s;anization. The ages of the members
ranged from 18 to 35. As a result, very
often the members could not see eye
to eye. Under tnese circumstances there
ould not be harmony and woperation
n the club.

So, weé decided to form a club made
up of boys of about the same age. In
this more congenial group, we felt the
younger members would not be beset

with inferiority complexes.

After - much discussion with Rev.
Matsuda, who is now at Wailuku, and
Rev. Takeda. we all decided to or-
ganize the Waialae Seinen Kyodan,

with an affiliated night school to im- |
prove our Japanese. On July 25, 1937 |
initiation wim_ 2{} :

we had our first
boys being initiated.

At first, the interest of every member
was keen. Night school and  services
were attended regularly. For six months
there was smooth sailing, Then the
members began to complain, “Oh, its
too dry. Its no fun.” The membership
began to dwindle. Finally the ~night

school had to be abandoned. Ami evern.
at our monthly service we had only 10|

people at the most. Usually fma or six
made an attendance. We regretted hav-
ing Rev. Takeda come a long distance
to preach to a half a dozen or 50 mem-
bers. Well, he went ahead to say he'll
give his lecture even if one person at-
tended. This  encouraged us, and we
showed him we were not down and
out. : AR : P

The few members that were left got
together and planned things much
more carefully this time, We decided to
include the girls in the club, and to
hold socials from time to time. A night
school was also started again. Once
again we set out for new members.

(Continued on page %, col. 2)
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39 Take Buddhist

_ Vow~s at Ka:muk:

Thirty nine young people took a vow
:0 the Buddhist faith on January 28 at
3:30 p.m. at the first initiation cere-
mony held under the auspices of the
Kaimuki Seinen Kyodan at the
Kaimuki Hongwanji.

Miss Haruko Nagata presided and
Bishop Gikyo Kuchiba was the princi-
oal -speaker. Other speakers included
Sresident Walter Mitsuo Nakano, Nao-
momi Harada and Toraichi Kurakake.

Taking part in the Buddhist service
were Miss Shizue Mizuno, Kazuo Shi-
zetz, Miss Sadaye Tanaka, Haruo Yo-
-hicka, Miss Ayae Uchiyama, the Rev.
Yetatsu Takeda, the Rev. Katsuto Ta-
umyo, :.Iinkichi Tanaka and Suejiro
Mende. ¢

Supper was served to the initiates
and guests at 5 p.m. by the Kaimulki
Women'’s Buddhist association.

The initiates. were Fumiko Dono,
Keiko Harada, Sumiye Harada, Nobu-
ko Hamano, Haruko Hino, Eiko Hirai,
Mitsumi Inada, Ichiko Katayama, Ki-
miko Katayama, Fumie Kitsuwa, Ta-
maye Kitsuwa, Fukiko Kobayashi, Ri-
tsuko Kobayashi, Yasuko Kurakake,
Tatsuko Kurakake, Shigeko Kurakake,
Harumi Nagata, Ayako Nagatoshi, Ma-
saye Nakagawa, Fujie Nakagawa, Mi-
vono Nakai, Yoshie Nitta Fumiko Oz~
sa, Keiko Ono, Sumiko Ono, Chieko
 Oshima, Matsue Oshlma Sadaye 'I‘a-'
naka, Kiyomi To:.shzgawa Ayae Uchl-
yama Tokie Uchiyama.™

““Naomitsu Kitsuwa, Sundo Kurakake,
;Shlgeo Kuwata, Kazumi Masud.a, Mori-
to Nitta, Sadato Dkubo Tatsumi Ta-'
kaki, Haruo Yoshioka.’ '

~The informal ‘part of the pl‘Ognm'
started at 6 pm. at the Kmmuki Ja-
panese language school Members 0!.
the “Waialae, Kalilﬁ and Kaimukl

Semen ‘Kyodans parﬁc:paﬁed aii fol-.

m.g remarks by Ba:m:....mnmota
string quartet. by- “Heikatsu Hirdhara,
.leader ‘Yasuo Kmoka Mjklo Takaha -
Susumu Dkahashi' solas by Ya-
suko Tongoe and Yunko Noji movie
film “Konpira-Bune™ featuring Mitsu-
saburs Ramon solos” by- Tokie Kuwa-
moto and Sumle Sakamoto* Japanese
fashmn dances by Sadaye Tanaka and
Ayae Uchiyama musical selections by
Kpzen Yamashiro and Tatsuo'Kitano;
trio by Minoru Nakata Yunko N’o}:
a_nd __Yasuko._'I_'origoe closlng remarks

by the Rev. Takeda; movie film
ku-On” featuring Isamu Kosugi.
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